
A TALE FROM THE RIVERBANK
… HOW TO GO NATURAL BY DOING NOTHING!



…it’s a tale of how we transformed this



…into this



…by doing 
nothing 



There are many different 
approaches to shorelines   

Good Bad 

Restored Curb 



Some fertilize…. some do not



Some strip the land



Some paint it



Some are pirates!



Some over build



Some dump foreign 
substances



Some remove all ground cover



Some even fence it



But the best approach is 
to do nothing

Some manage their shoreline 
vegetation carefully



others do nothing



Do 

Nothing



Our 
neighbourhood

High Falls

Duck Chutes

Bracebridge 

Resource 

Centre













What is wrong with this shoreline?

• Planted sod

• Cut lawn to water

• Raked debris

• Imported sand 
beach

• Cut vegetation 
along shoreline

• No buffer zone

• No understorey

• Barrels on raft



Step One  - Plan to Naturalize

1988
Inventory and 

select area

Let the shoreline 
buffer grow – 10 
ft from shoreline

Stopped mowing

Let shoreline 
edge grow

Planted 
additional native 
shrubs and trees

…un-vegetated shorelines lead to erosion, which is a major 

factor to “shrinking land” (Maple 10).



Step Two – Extended Our Plan to Naturalize

1994
Extended no cut 
area – 33 ft from 

shoreline

Stopped mowing

Let shoreline 
edge grow

Planted 
additional native 
shrubs and trees



Step three … do nothing!

2000
No cut, no 

rake

Planted more 
trees

Expanded 
shoreline 

buffer to 45 ft

Relaxed 
more!



2004



2006



2008



2009



Lessons About 
Evolution 

2009 Blister Rust 



 Decision to cut

 Protect and regenerate undergrowth



2010  

Wind damage 
likely caused 
by removal 
of tree



2010



2012



Shoreline edge rehabilitated…

Before  …bad

After …good



Riparian buffer rehabilitated

…after12 years… 
even better

…after 6 years… 
good

First Year… bad



Watch the transformation…

BeforeYear 12AfterYear 6Year 1



A tale about Down Woody Debris



Privacy benefits



More Wildlife



More turtles along 
the shoreline



More turtles 
on land



More fish 
in the littoral zone



Aesthetically 
pleasing!



Our dog likes it!



And our family does too!



Frog and Turtle Tally
Adopt a Pond Program
www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond
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Conservation 
Checklist … go with nature

 Naturalize shorelines

 Plant trees and shrubs

 Retain down woody debris and shoreline 
buffers

 Increase shoreline structure setbacks 

 Install dark-sky friendly lighting along walkways 
and on buildings

 Increase porous surfaces (walkways and 
driveways)

 Plant rain gardens, and/or create depressions 
and rough surfaces in grassy areas

 Practice “Green Gardening Ethics” and other 
practices

 Community Involvement – wetland and 
shoreline conservation… be a good role model.



Naturalizing your shoreline will:
 Slow surface and shoreline erosion.

 Prevent water pollution and water loss.

 Provide food, shelter, nesting, nurseries and migratory corridors for fish 
and wildlife species. 

 Attract birds and wildlife to your shoreline.

 Shade and cool the shoreline for fish & aquatic creatures. 

 Add to aesthetic character and value of your property.

 Increase privacy and enhance the feeling of a non-urban environment.

 Reduce maintenance time and costs.

 Reduce noise.

2008 1984



Other Quick Ideas

 Disposing of hot tub and pool water 

 No burn barrels

 Minimize use of pesticides (mouse traps)

 Sweep your driveway and walkways instead of washing 
them with the hose

 Reduce salt on driveways and paths – use sand, enviro 
products (calcium magnesium acetate or potassium 
acetate)

 Don’t dump gas/oil/antifreeze or any foreign toxic 
substances on your property

 Conserve water

 Geese and lawns

 Continue to reduce, reuse and recycle

 Use alternative cleaning products


