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Great Lakes Basin population: 34 million 

Microfibers in the 

Great Lakes Basin

90,700 – 138,000 

microfibers per 

wash load (UofT)

219 wash loads 

per household 

per year (NRC, 

2011)

1,179,057 

households Stats 

Can, 2017)

23-36 trillion 

microfibers 

emitted per year



What are the effects?





What are the effects?

• Far reaching effects

– Over 220 species have been recorded as 

ingesting microfibers

• From zooplankton to humpback whales

• Accumulate in food chains and reach humans through 

seafood consumption 

– Decrease feeding, growth, fertility 



Too good to be true





Divert & Capture 

Pilot Project

• The first study of its kind in Canada

• Utilize 100 resident volunteers in Town 

to install a filter on their washing 

machine which would catch the fibers 

before they are washed down the drain

• GBF to collect and weigh the amount of 

fibers that was successfully diverted



Contact me!

cassie.weston@gbf.org



Thank you!

Saving the Great Lakes, one load of 

laundry at a time


